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Mississippi 
files display 
racist past 

W ASHINGTON — Back in 
the 1950s, it occurred to 
the State of Mississippi 
that the federal government was at 
heart a subversive organization, 
intent on undermining Christian 
civiliMtion, states* rights and the 
purity of the white race. 

To defend itself from this alien 
threat, Mississippi set up a State Sov- 
ereignty Commission — a collection 
of yahoo sheriffs, small-town gossips, 
low-rent private eyes and various 
stoolies, snitches and informers. It 
sounds funny now; it was not th^ 

The Mississippi State Sovereignty 
Commission hounded college profes- 
sors, inspi^ted newborns for signs of 
“mongrelization of the races,*’ gath- 
ei^ signatures of blacks opposed to 
the 1964 Civil Ri^ts Act and assem- 
bled files on 10,000 Mississippians. 

At its most sinister, it funneled 
state cash to the White Citizens 
Councils, known as “the uptown 
Klan.” And one of its spies — Agent 
X — distributed the licen^ plate 
number of the car in which civil 
rights activists Michael Schwemer, 
James Chaney and Andrew Good- 
man were riding. The car was 
stopped by Klans-men in 1964, and 
the &ree w ere murden 

ABOUSHED ifK the 

ffos, its records have remained si 
^cret. Now, after a 20-year fight, 
they are coming to light, and, I am 
told, among the names of those who 
aided the Sovereignty Commission 
is Trent Lott, the Senate’s Republ^ 
s^can majority leader. • 

ott was a cheerleader atteiHum- 
Missi8^ ippi-^^y"tfie early 
1960s andlater heaoof the alumni of- 
fice when he attended law school 
There is no indication he was a 
major player in the Sovereignty 
Commission’s woiie And, in feimess 
to Lott, it is easy to be listed as a po- 
lice informer for no reason at all 
Nev«^eless, as the lawsuit devel- 
op^ two lists of names were pre- 
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pared — those of victims of illegal 
surveillance and those “who were 
members, employees or informants 
of the commission or who requested 
information from the commission, 
classified as ‘state actors.’ ** 

Lott’s name, I have reason to be- 
lieve, appears in the category of 
“state actor.” 

Publication of this information 
will do Lott no harm in Mississippi 
On the contrary, the Mississippi- 
ans who had to abandon any political 
ambitions were white liberals who 
believed in desegregation. 

‘‘We had to make a choice between 
civil rights or a political career,” 
says Wesley Watkins, like Lott a for- 
mer or Miss cheerleader but unlike 
Lott a civil rights activist 
THOSE WHO WENT along with 
the system have thrived. Even 
Agent X is doing fine despite hav- 
ing been publicly identified as R.L. 
Bolden, a staff member for Rep. 
Mike Parker, B-Miss. 

In the Senate, Lott has been Mr. 
Smooth, a picture-perfect represen- 
tative of the progressive New 
South. The only hint of the bad old 
days comes when he praises — and 
is warmly praised by — the Coim- 
icil of Conservative Citizens, re- 
Igarded as successor to the White 
Citizens Councils and the leading 
defender of the Confederate flag. 

Names of the “state actors” are 
expected to be made public this 
year. 

As Czechs, Poles, Russians and 
East Germans have found out, it is 
never pleasant to learn, even years 
later, who among friends and 
neighbors talked. 


Nelson is a New York Daily 
News columnist. ^ 


